96                  SELECTED WORK OF TOM PAINE

everywhere men longed for freedom, Rights of Man became an in-
spiration and a hope.

Just a word should be said about the fact that part one of Rights
of Man was dedicated to George Washington. This dedication
takes on added interest in light of the circumstance that years
later Paine wrote a letter damning Washington in the strongest
terms he knew. Note that here Paine gives ample evidence of the
love and consideration in which he held the American President,
and indeed there was no man on earth Paine considered more
highly. Only when, after many years, separated from America by
thousands of miles, Paine saw the rise of the party of reaction and
the beginnings of the Federalist plot, did his esteem begin to
waiver. And he finally lost faith when, in his hour of direst need,
the American government abandoned him. Of that, more later.

So here is Rights of Man, a book which for more than a century
and a half has pointed out paths in democratic government, and
which even today would be considered radical by many.

Rights of Man
TO
GEORGE WASHINGTON
PRESIDENT OF  THE  UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
SIR,
I present you a small Treatise in defence of those Principles of Freedom
which your exemplary Virtue hath so eminently contributed to establish. That
the Rights of Man may become as universal as your Benevolence can wish, and
that you may enjoy the Happiness of seeing the New World regenerate the
Old, is the prayer of
Sir,
Your much obliged, and
Obedient humble Servant,
THOMAS PAINE,